Nov. 4, 2018

Jesus is the Holy One of God
Luke 5:1-32
Let me ask you a question as we begin our time in Luke 5 this morning. Have you ever been in a group
of people and felt like no one wanted you there? Perhaps you know the feeling of being the last one picked
because you weren’t athletic enough, smart enough, popular or you were just at the bottom of the social food
chain. Perhaps there is some flaw in you that makes you unacceptable according to most people’s standards.
They see something in you that causes you to be labeled unacceptable, unqualified, unclean and unworthy.
The scary thing is, you see it too.
In vv. 1-32, we are going to look at four vignettes where people who were considered unacceptable
and unworthy encounter Jesus, the Holy One of God. In each vignette, the people who encounter Jesus are
changed by the power of His word. Changed by His holiness. Changed by the call of Christ. His call is life
changing.
When we look at stories like these, the temptation is to read too much into them. There certainly are
lots of beautiful truths in these stories but remember, Luke wants Theophilus to know that Jesus is the Son of
God, the very Holy One of God who calls broken people (sinners) to Himself and makes them worthy by the
power of His word.
This really is the main point of the sermon: Jesus is the Holy One of God who calls unworthy people to
Himself and makes them worthy by the power of His word. With this in mind, let’s work through our text.
I. Jesus calls the unqualified to follow Him (Luke 5:1-11)
o Verse 1a begins with, “On one occasion . . .”: Here is that phrase again letting us know that these
stories may not all be in chronological order.
o Verses 1b-3: The first vignette occurs on Lake Gennesaret or The Sea of Galilee. Jesus is on the beach
teaching the people and there were so many people wanting to hear Jesus teach that they had pressed
in on Him. This often happened when Jesus was in public. It was so crowded that He could not teach
them effectively.
While Jesus was teaching them Simon and the rest of the fishermen were washing their nets.
They had fished all night and were going to shut down for the day. So, Jesus got into Simon’s boat and
had them push Him out far enough that He could teach the people from the boat.
o Verses 4-5: Now the narrative is about to include a fish story that really is true. Jesus, the Carpenter, is
about to teach the fishermen about how to really fish. Can’t you see Peter and his crew, dark circles
around their eyes, fatigue in their faces, aching muscles and calloused hands from rowing and handling
nets listening a carpenter about how to fish.
They were probably thinking, “He did do some amazing things recently. He healed Peter’s
mother-in-law, a few others and cast out some evil spirits but man he knows nothing about fishing.”
Peter’s words were, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word, I will let down the
nets.” Essentially, Peter said, “This is a waste of time and energy but to humor you I will do what you
ask.”
o Verses 6-7: So, they get in the boats and head out. The fishermen are rowing and they get to a spot,
and asked Jesus, “Here?” “Nope,” Jesus said, “further out.” So, they keep rowing, “Here?” “No,
further out,” says Jesus. And then it happened, Jesus told them to stop and let down their nets.
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Then because of their great faith, they have this amazing catch of fish. Right? The truth is they
had no faith at all that they would catch any fish. They were not very good fishermen. What kind of
fishermen approach fishing with the attitude: We are probably not going to catch anything. Who
wants to fish with that guy? Nobody!
But then it happened! Actually, Jesus just made it happen—a catch of fish so large that it was
sinking two boats. Peter, James and John had probably seen large catches of fish before but they had
never seen anything like this but Jesus used the familiar to do the incredible. It is amazing to me that
Peter had seen Jesus heal his mother-in-law, cast out demons, and heal many other people but
somehow the large catch of fish is what astonished him. Look in vv. 8-9.
o Verses 8-9: It is a catch of fish that helps Peter and the other fishermen to see the holiness of Christ.
Peter has this Isaiah 6:1-5 type of moment.
“In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he
covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another
and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”
4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled
with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”
Sometimes God uses the things that are most common to us to open our eyes to His glory and
His holiness. For Isaiah the prophet who served as a priest it was a vision of God in the temple and for
Peter who was a fisherman, it was an enormous catch of fish that drove him to his knees in humility.
Jesus often works in our heart in the means by which we understand. You would think that it would
have been the healing of his mother-in-law or the casting out of the demons but no, it is a huge catch
of fish.
Truths about this fish story:
o The first truth about this fish story is in vv. 10-11: the holiness of Jesus will change your life! When we
look back at Luke 4, we see that the demons knew Jesus was the Holy One of God but they hated Jesus’
holiness. Peter and the other fishermen were humbled. It helped Peter understand his sin in light of
who Jesus was. These ordinary fishermen were so affected by Jesus’ holiness that they left their
professional careers and followed Him.
What about you? Do you love the holiness of Jesus or do you hate it? Is the glory of God
beautiful to you or is it boring? How you think about the glory and holiness of Jesus reveals the
condition of your heart. If the majesty of Jesus is mundane to you, pray and ask God to open your
heart to the glory and holiness of Jesus. Ask God to change your heart by humbling you.
o The second truth about this fish story is that Jesus does not always call the qualified He qualifies and
equips the called.
If Jesus was interested in the qualified He would have called the Pharisees. They were the men
who possessed the religious training of the day. Yet, He did not do that.
Jesus’ first disciples were ordinary fishermen who were stunned by the glory of God in Jesus
Christ. They were not the best and the brightest people in the area. They were not the sharpest tools
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in the shed. They were not even ordinary men because they lacked any theological education or
training. They were at the bottom of the social ladder but that is what Jesus does. He calls the
unqualified, the unfit and equips them and sends them out with the gospel.
This is good news for us because Jesus calls men and women from everyday walks of life to live
for His glory. Sometimes He calls us to stay where we are but sometimes He calls us to put our hands
to His plow and sow the seeds of the gospel all over the world.
Yet as valuable as training is it is not training that sets the heart on fire with the glory of God.
What equips the man and woman of God is a clear vision of the glory and holiness seen in the Son of
God who lived a life they should have lived and died in their place and for their sin on the cross. They
see the Holy One of God receiving their sin and becoming the substitute for them on the cross. They
see Him beaten and broken and dying for their sin in order to satisfy the wrath of God for them. They
see Him rising from the dead on the third day. They know He breathed the breath of life in them by His
Holy Spirit, not because they are worthy but because of His grace.
I know lots of men and women with lots of theological education and training and their lives do
not reflect the glory of God. Do not confuse seminary, discipleship, training, or mentoring with what it
means for you to dig deep into the word of God by the Spirit of God and behold the glory of Christ. So,
yes, get training, but training and education are no substitute for beholding the glory of God in the
word of God. Only staring intently in the holy, glory of Christ in the word of God will equip you for
what God has called you to do.
I love the story of David Brainerd who was a missionary to the American Indians in the early
1700s. His life illustrates how the Lord uses the least likely of people to do amazing things.
David Brainerd was born in 1718 in Haddam, Connecticut. His parents died and he was
orphaned at age 14. Left on his own, he decided to farm the family’s land but he had a profound
conversion experience in 1739 that changed everything for him. He left the family farm and enrolled in
Yale with the hopes of becoming a Congregational pastor.
During his time at Yale the Great Awakening broke out and he was swept up in it. Caught up in
the spiritual fervor of the day, he was overheard by a fellow student questioning a professor’s
conversion and was expelled. Yet he continued to study and prepare himself for ministry. Eventually
he became a missionary to the American Indians of New Jersey and Pennsylvania.
Brainerd worked tirelessly among the American Indians. On November 3, 1745, he wrote in his
journal that by an amazing work of God’s grace he baptized 14 people: six adults and eight children
that day. Of the adults one was an eighty-year-old woman and two were fifty-year-old men. Of these
two men both were notorious drunkards and one was a murderer. He wrote, “Through rich grace,
none of them have been left to disgrace their profession of Christianity by any scandalous or
unbecoming behavior.”
As wonderful as David Brainerd’s work among the Indians was it ended on November 3, 1746.
At the age of 28, he was dying of tuberculosis and so he bid farewell to his beloved Indian flock by
visiting each family individually. He recorded that his tears flowed freely as he left each house. It took
him most of the day to say goodbye. At evening time, he climbed up on his horse and rode back to
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New England to be cared for by his friends and family. In less than a year David Brainerd was dead at
the age of 29.1
In David Brainerd, God equipped an orphan and a simple farmer to take the gospel to the
American Indians. Brainerd was not useful because of his theological education but because he had so
been transformed by the glory of Christ. Jesus calls the unqualified to Himself through the power of
the person and work of Christ death and resurrection and sends them out transformed by the holiness
of Jesus.
What do you believe God is calling you to? Does he want you to leave your profession and
pursue full time ministry? Perhaps your profession is your platform to be in ministry. The church
needs men and women who see their profession as their ministry in life. Sometimes God will leave you
right where you are and sometimes he will call you to use your profession as a platform for missions
with the unreached peoples of the world. He may be calling you to take the gospel to the nations.
May we be so transformed by the holiness of Christ that we will go where He sends us.
II. Jesus calls unclean to Himself to cleanse them (Luke 5:12-16)
• Note: Lepers lived in horrible conditions: Leviticus 13:45-46, “The leprous person who has the disease shall
wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry out,
‘Unclean, unclean.’ 46 He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He shall live
alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp.”
• Lessons from lepers:
o The first lesson from lepers: Sinners are spiritual lepers. When we see Jesus cleansing lepers in the
gospel stories, what we need to see is our spiritual condition. The healing of lepers is a miracle that
points to Jesus as the Holy One of God who ultimately came to heal us of our spiritual leprosy by
shedding His holy blood on the cross.
Friends, as sinners we are unclean before God. Our sin is as leprosy before Him and we must
cry out that we are unclean. We need to cry out that we need cleansing by Holy One of God.
o The second lesson from lepers: Spiritual lepers are healed by Jesus’ holy word.
▪ Just like there was no hope for lepers in Jesus’ day no one could make himself spiritually clean. The
religious efforts of the Pharisees and the sacrifices at the temple all fell short of soul cleansing
power. The only thing that will clean the sinner’s leprous heart is the soul cleansing power of Jesus
blood. As the old hymn Nothing But the Blood teaches us:
What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Oh! precious is the flow That makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know, Nothing but the blood of Jesus.2
It is not the power of your faith that cleanses you but the power of the word of the Holy One of
God. The leper had faith but it was not the power of his faith that healed him. It was the power of
the holy word of Jesus, the Holy One of God. The leper’s healing pointed to the healing that would
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come at the cross where the holy blood of Christ flowed and sinners who plunge beneath that
flood lose all their guilty stains.3
I want you to think of the power of Jesus’ holiness as a holy contagion. In the Old
Testament and in Jesus’ day leprosy and uncleanness was like a contagion so that if anything
unclean touched something holy, then that which was holy became unclean. However, Jesus
reversed and defeated the power of uncleanness. He reversed its power.
Jesus’ holiness is so powerful that when He touches anything unclean it becomes holy. This
is what He does with us. He gives us faith and by our faith He touches our hearts and the
uncleanness is made holy—praise His holy name!!
▪ The third lesson from lepers: Don’t forget you were a leper. Former spiritual lepers often forget
there were at one time unclean. We can be just like the Jews of that day avoiding the “lepers” of
our day. We will may avoid the people who do not measure up to our standards. It is sad but the
church has a history of rejecting those they consider unclean.
Who are the lepers of our day? Many Christians believe those with same-sex desires are
unclean. Those who struggle with pornography or have committed adultery are labeled and
stigmatized and treated as unclean. Drug addicts, drug pushers, those hooked on prescription
drugs, those with mental deficiencies, mental illness, prostitutes, alcoholics, the homeless, or those
on welfare may all be treated by Christians as unclean and therefore to be avoided. Sometimes it is
people of a different race or ethnicity or religion or social & economic standard. Who is it that you
perhaps look down on or withdraw from or you feel like does not measure up to your standards?
Our mission as a church is to love the unclean and bring them to the One who will cleanse
their hearts by the power of His word. Our mission is different than what Jesus told the leper He
cleansed in v. 14. Our mission is to tell everyone what Jesus has done for us.
III. Jesus calls unrighteous to Himself to forgive them (Luke 5:17-26)
• Principles from the paralytic:
o The first principle from the paralytic: Friends, we need to admit our great need of forgiveness.
I like what Pastor Thabiti Anyabwile says about this text: “In his holiness Christ does not chase
away our sin. Nor does the Savior crush the sinner. The Lord of love does not hate the sinner. Instead,
our holy Lord forgives the sinner. Forgiveness is one of the holiest acts of all.”
The Pharisee did not admit their need of forgiveness and that was the one thing they needed to
do. Although they were amazed that Christ could heal a paralytic and forgive his sins, they would not
humble themselves and ask Him to forgive their sins. Instead they wanted to keep working and try to
earn forgiveness by keeping the law.
Friends, we never get past the need to seek forgiveness and practice repentance. We have a
perpetual need to repent and ask for forgiveness in our lives.
We are often like the Pharisees and are amazed by what we read in the Bible or hear in a
sermon and may say, “That is awesome!” But we will not repent or ask for forgiveness. We like being
impressed by the word but fail to apply the word.
o The second principle from the paralytic: Faithful friends bring their friends to Jesus. Don’t miss the
faith of the friends who took their broken friend to Jesus. Brothers and sisters this is our mission as a
3

There is a Fount filled with Blood: https://www.hymnal.net/en/hymn/h/1006.
5

Nov. 4, 2018

church. Faithful friends bring those who need Jesus to Jesus. We are faithful friends when we bring
them to church, read the Bible with them, pray with them in the hospital, stop by their homes for
coffee, call them on the phone, text an encouraging message, go by their dorm rooms, brings meals to
their apartment when they are sick or a thousand different other ways you may put them before Jesus.
IV. Jesus calls the unholy to repent and follow Him (Luke 5:27-32)
• Verses 27-28: After Jesus had healed the paralytic he encountered Levi whom we know later to be
Matthew.
The text tells us that Matthew was a tax collector. Another word for tax collector in that day was
traitor. The Jews hated the Romans and Jews who worked for the Roman government as tax collectors
were considered traitors. Not only were they traitors but they were corrupt in that they were like thugs
and gangsters. They would require their own people to pay more taxes than necessary in order to keep it
for themselves. If their countrymen objected then they had the Roman soldiers at their disposal to make
people pay what they demanded. Needless to say, the Jewish people hated their fellow Jews who
extorted money from them in the form of taxes.
Now the stage is set for more scandal as Jesus meets Matthew and called him to follow Him as one
of His disciples. Remember, in the previous vignette, we saw that the Pharisees rejected Jesus’ authority
to forgive sins. They knew that if they accepted His authority that they would have to humble themselves
and trust in Him. Jesus’ authority and power to forgive sin offended the Pharisees. Yet for those who saw
what Jesus did, some people glorified God, some were amazed but the Pharisees rejected Jesus’ authority
to forgive sin. However, Matthew responded to Jesus’ call to him.
• The first teaching from the table: The holy call of Christ hardens some and humbles others. Both the
Pharisees and Levi heard the same call by Jesus but the Pharisees hardened their hearts and Levi humbled
his heart toward Jesus. Why did this happen?
• The second teaching from the table: The holy call of Christ is effectual. Matthew got up and left
everything and followed Jesus. Why? Why would Matthew leave a lucrative job to follow Jesus? Jesus call
is effectual.
Jesus said in the parable of the wedding feast in Matthew 22:14, “For many are called, but few are
chosen.” Many hear the call go out in the preaching of the gospel, prayers, songs, in conversations with
friends or family, perhaps through social media, or the radio. Many hear the call to repent but not
everyone repents.
Only those who are chosen will repent. They hear the call of Christ and it humbles them. They see
their sin, the danger of hell that they are in, the hopelessness without Christ and they also see the beauty
of Jesus. New life is created in them and they want Him. They see He is the priceless Treasure and they
cannot help but follow Jesus. He becomes their greatest desire.
Only those chosen turn from their sin and by faith trust Jesus. Jesus’ call always accomplishes what
it is intended to accomplish. There is no other reason to explain why Matthew would get up and leave a
lucrative job to follow Jesus.
• The third teaching from the table: Keep telling others about Jesus even when they reject Jesus. One of the
points of Jesus calling disciples and sending them out to be fishers of men was not to do it only one time
but to repeat the message of the gospel over and over and often to the same people. They were to keep
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proclaiming that Jesus is the Holy One of God and He came to save sinners from the wrath of God for their
sin against God. This is not a one-time message but one to be repeated.
You see, just because someone rejects Christ does not mean they will never be saved or that they
are not chosen. The means of grace Jesus uses to save is our continually sharing the gospel. When
someone rejects Jesus it simply means we must keep praying for them, keep loving them, and keep talking
to them about Jesus.
We do not know whom God will choose to save nor do we know His time table but what we do
know is that His plan for saving sinners is by us sharing the gospel with them. He may not save someone
when they hear the gospel as a 12-year-old. He may determine that they hear it as a 12-year-old but not
respond to the gospel until they are 42 years-old.
Some people will need to hear the gospel thousands of time and then the moment comes and—
boom! Jesus breathes new life into them by His Holy Spirit. So, we must do our part and keep on sharing
the gospel in whatever way the Spirit allows.
Verses 29-30: What happens next is that Levi’s conversion turns into an occasion to celebrate. Levi goes
from greed to generous, from hoarding to hospitality. Levi’s conversion results in him throwing a big party
and inviting all of his friends to meet Jesus and hear Him teach. Levi quite naturally wanted his friends to
find Jesus too.
Yet not everyone was happy about Levi’s party. The Pharisees and the scribes grumbled and
complained to Jesus’ disciples that Jesus would associate with sinners. The Pharisees and scribes were not
upset that Jesus was at a party. As Tim Chester says, the Pharisees knew the kingdom of God was going to
be a party, the problem was they did not like His guest list. Tax collectors, traitors, and social outcasts
were not the ones they wanted to see in the kingdom.
What is the teaching from the table? Holy hospitality is sometimes seen as scandalous hospitality.
Jesus partied with sinners but He did not sin with sinners. When sinners had table fellowship with Jesus it
always led to theological discussions, evangelism and discipleship. A meal with Jesus included food but it
was never just about food. I am sure the food was amazing but the table fellowship was always about the
Bread of Life because Jesus came to call the unholy to repentance.
What is the teaching from the table? Jesus’ mission of engaging sinners must be our mission.
Christians often do not know how to engage sinners. Christians usually have no problem with those who
commit the same sins they do but if someone’s sin falls in the “unrespectable” category, they struggle.
Questions come to their mind: should I been seen with them? Should I have them in my house?
Can I have a drink with them? If I go out with them, what will be people think? These questions usually
come from godly people who are concerned with holiness. They often do not want to bring shame on the
name of Christ and the church.
However, Jesus’ methods of engagement challenge our notions of what it means to engage people
and yet be holy. Often, we end up isolating ourselves from the very people we are trying to reach. When
we do this, we may impress other Christians with our holiness while withholding the medicine of the
gospel from those who are dead in their sin.
Jesus’ mission must be our mission. Jesus said, “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to
repentance.” Sometimes to engage sinners right where they are we should be less concerned about our
reputation and more concerned about the lost.
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Jesus went where the sinners were. He touched sinners’ lives and I am sure it was quite the scene
when Jesus heard the Pharisees grumble and he looked around the table and said those who are well have
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. His point was not that some were well and some were sick.
Verse 32 clarifies His point—He came to call sinners to repentance.
Who are the sinners? Everyone who has ever been born. The whole Bible teaches us that all have
sinned against the glory of God. Who is righteous? No one. The Apostle Paul quoting Psalm 14 and Psalm
53 in Romans 3:10-12 says, “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”
Levi’s friends knew they were not righteous and needed Jesus. Who is the Levi in your life that you
need to reach out to but have been afraid to because you are too concerned about what others might
think? Repent of that sin, seek Christ’s forgiveness and invite them to fellowship around the table with
you.
Conclusion
• The Lord’s Supper is table fellowship with Jesus and His disciples (the local church).
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