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 Good morning or good afternoon GABC depending on when you are listening to this sermon. Never in my wildest dreams 

would I have believed I would be recording a sermon for you to watch and listen to so that you can stay home instead of meeting 

together. Yet, here we are and it is my prayer that wherever you are this morning, your time with family or in a small group of 

friends will encourage you and establish you in the love of God for His people as seen in Jesus Christ and confirmed for you by the 

Holy Spirit. 

I am sure as you are meeting in your home or in the home of friends, you are probably wondering how all of this COVID-19 

pandemic is going to work itself out? You might be filled with lots of fear and if you have children, your children might be 

experiencing some anxiety and fear as well. This is certainly understandable. Let me just say some measure of fear and caution right 

now is normal and good. That is why you are watching this on YouTube and not at our building.  

I am not going to pretend to know what God’s purposes are in this pandemic. There is one thing I do know. There is not one 

thing or power or supernatural power or governmental power or war or virus that can or will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is for us in Christ Jesus. As Romans 8:38-39 says,  

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 It is providential that we are studying Hosea 11 this morning for it is like taking the shade off the lamp for us to see the 

brilliant light of the love of God. So, while we have heard much about Yahweh’s judgment toward His people for their sin and chinks 

of light shining through that judgment, now we are blinded by the light of God’s love in Hosea 11.  

 What we learn in Hosea 11:1-11 is that the determining factor of how God deals with His people and their sin is His love. 

We see it in how He deals with His son, the people of Israel, but where it becomes crystal clear is in the Ultimate Son—Jesus Christ.  

 I have four points for us in these eleven verses. The Father’s tender love, the Father’s tough love, the Father’s 

compassionate love, and the Father’s overcoming love.  

I. The Father’s Tender Love (vv. 1-4) 

 Do you have a family photo album? I don’t mean a digital one. I mean one where you have it on the shelf or a coffee table 

and you can just pick it up and flip through it. Don’t get me wrong. I love the digital age and all that it allows us to do with 

photographs but I also lament the loss of the family photo album.  

 These first four verses are kind of like Yahweh looking at His family photo album and reminiscing about how much He loves 

Israel, His son. Listen to them again: 
1 When Israel was a child, I loved him,  

and out of Egypt I called my son.  
2 The more they were called,  

the more they went away;  

they kept sacrificing to the Baals  

and burning offerings to idols.  
3 Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk;  

I took them up by their arms,  

but they did not know that I healed them.  
4 I led them with cords of kindness,  

with the bands of love,  

and I became to them as one who eases the yoke on their jaws, and I bent down to them and fed 

them.  

 The first four verses of Hosea 11 open painting a picture of the tender love of the Father. You may recognize v. 1, because 

Matthew quotes this verse in Matthew 2:15, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” As Matthew looks back at Jesus’ life, the Holy Spirit 
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helps him see how Jesus is the true Son of God who was called out of Egypt. Israel, as the people of God, were slaves in Egypt and 

they were called out but they never remained faithful to God as His Son. Only Jesus, the True Son of God, was faithful to God.  

 While v. 1 looks forward to Christ, it was also how Yahweh felt about His wayward Son Israel in Hosea’s day. The Hebrew 

word for loved in v. 1 is ‘ahab. This word for love is different than hesed, which is steadfast love. Remember, Hesed describes 

Yahweh’s covenant love for His people. It is His commitment and promise to them. Hesed is a radical commitment of covenant love. 

But Yahweh was not only committed to His people in a way that was unbreakable, He also loved them intensely. This is why it is so 

important that we put Ahab love with hesed love. Ahab means deep, emotional, unconditional, and yet tender love.  

Yahweh was not like the old farmer and his wife who went to marriage counseling. The old farmer and his wife went to 

marriage counseling and the wife complained to the therapist that her farmer-husband never told her that he loved her. The old 

farmer responded, “I told her I loved her when we got married and when that changes I will let her know.” Yahweh’s love for His 

people is not some cold, calculated commitment but it is a deep, intense, love.  

You need to know that this is God’s love for you. It is not some bare bones contract or a stoic covenant. If you are in Christ, 

God loves you with a deep, intense, personal, tender love. He loves you this way because He loves Jesus this way. It is remarkable to 

realize and believe that God loves you in the same way He loves Jesus.  

You may be saying to yourself, “With all this COVID-19 coronavirus going around and life coming to a halt right now, it does 

not feel like it right now.” Yet, God’s word says He does. You need to live by what you know and not what you feel. You need to let 

what you know and believe inform your feelings. 

Let’s keep looking at Yahweh’s family photo album. Look in v. 2 again: 
2 The more they were called,  

the more they went away;  

they kept sacrificing to the Baals  

and burning offerings to idols.  

Verse 2 is a picture of that son being disobedient. It is like Yahweh flipped the page and there was Israel’s arrest photo. He 

is resisting Yahweh, resisting arrest, and doing everything he can to get away from his Father who loved him. 

Have you ever seen a little girl or a little boy run from a parent? Some parents laugh at that until they are trying to stop 

their little child from running into a busy street. As a general biblical principle, the child who continually disobeys godly parents, cuts 

his life short. This was what Israel did. They continually ran from God but God did not think it was cute or funny. 

Verses 3-4 wrap up this tender moment for Yahweh as He turns the pages of the old family album. Now, He is 

remembering when He taught Israel how to walk and fed them. Listen to these verses one more time: 
3 Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk;  

I took them up by their arms,  

but they did not know that I healed them.  
4 I led them with cords of kindness,  

with the bands of love, and I became to them as one who eases the yoke on their jaws, and I bent 

down to them and fed them 

We are hearing the heart of Yahweh as He remembers those tender moments as taught His son how to walk. He held 

Israel’s little hands and helped him take his first steps.  

Then when he was sick, he helped him get well. But they were so young and so unaware, they didn’t know it was Yahweh 

who was healing them. He was doing for them what needed to be done even when they didn’t want it or know that they needed it.  

They certainly didn’t like it. 

Application: If you want to, you can press pause right here and discuss as a family or as a group these application questions: 

1. In what ways does your experience of family life help you understand God’s relationship with His people? 

2. How has your experience of your human father positively or negatively shaped your understanding of God as Father? 

3. As you look at your life, do you run from God or do you run to God? When you sin, do you run to God or run from God?  

II. The Father’s Tough Love (vv. 5-7) 

 As soon as expresses His tender love for His son, He has to turn to tough love for him. Israel is still a rebellious son. Look in 

vv. 5-7: 
5 They shall not return to the land of Egypt,  

but Assyria shall be their king,  
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because they have refused to return to me.  
6 The sword shall rage against their cities,  

consume the bars of their gates,  

and devour them because of their own counsels.  
7 My people are bent on turning away from me,  

and though they call out to the Most High,  

he shall not raise them up at all.  

 He tells them that they will not return to Egypt but they will go back into slavery because the refuse to repent. Then in v. 6 

we see how Assyria will carry them off into slavery—war. Assyria will come against the ten tribes of Israel and devour them because 

they would not listen to the prophets and the word of God. They are destroyed because they listen only to themselves. They had 

become an echo chamber to their own counsel and were a bunch of back-slappers congratulating themselves on how awesome they 

were.  

 Verse 7 is the indictment of what they were doing. Let me give you an amplified translation of v. 7: “My people are 

addicted to turning away from Me. Though My prophets call them to worship Me, the Most High, they would not come.”  

 Because they would not listen they were going to be disciplined by Assyria. Now you may be thinking, “Discipline and 

judgment again!” Yep. But you must remember that in Hosea 10, Hosea had told them for the second time that they had double 

their iniquity, their sin. I mean their punishment and consequences of their sin was compounding daily in interest. 

 However, here is what you must keep in mind. God never over-punishes anyone for their sin. He always takes it as easy on 

us as He can. We are like children who think the discipline or consequences are too rough but in reality the discipline fits the sin. Not 

only that, He feels our pain as much as we do. 

I remember when Sam and Alex were 18 months old. It was the winter of 1997 and we were living in Hamlin, Texas. About 

two weeks before Christmas, Alex started to run a low-grade fever. It would go up to a little over 100 degrees and then go back 

down. We took her to the doctor but they did not think it was anything. Finally, on Dec. 26, her fever spiked at about 107 degrees. 

We panicked and drove over to the emergency room in Abilene and her pediatrician just happened to be on call. He said he needed 

to take an X-ray but only one parent could go in the X-ray room. We asked her who she wanted to go with her and she said in her 

weak little voice, “Daddy.” But if I knew what was going to happen I might have insisted that Stacy go. We had to take her shirt off of 

her and put her in a brace kind of thing that held her arms up in the air over her head. She was crying, I was crying and I kept telling 

her, “Sweetheart, this is for the best. Just trust me. It won’t take long.” Well we go through it and after we got that thing off of her I 

just held her so close to my cheek and cried with her. It was traumatic for a little baby and a new daddy.  

Both tender and tough love go together with God. God loves us with a tender, intense, love as a parent for a small child and 

His discipline for us is like taking a child to the doctor in order to be healed. Then after the medical procedure He holds us close to 

Himself. 

Application: If you want to, you can press pause right here and discuss as a family or as a group these application questions: 

1. How is God’s glory displayed in His discipline for His people? 

2. When was a time you experienced God’s tough love in your life? How have you benefited from it? 

III. The Father’s Compassionate Love (vv. 8-9) 

 In vv. 8-9, it is as if we hear God talking to Himself about how He is torn over the son He loves. He has a tender love and to 

practice tough love with His son, yet, it is as if He is giving Him up. Listen to vv. 8-9: 
8 How can I give you up, O Ephraim?  

How can I hand you over, O Israel?  

How can I make you like Admah?  

How can I treat you like Zeboiim?  

My heart recoils within me;  

my compassion grows warm and tender.  
9 I will not execute my burning anger;  

I will not again destroy Ephraim;  

for I am God and not a man,  

the Holy One in your midst,  

and I will not come in wrath.  
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 Part of Yahweh wants to drop the hammer on Israel for their sin. If you remember back in Exodus after they worshipped the 

golden calf the very first time Yahweh wanted to kill them all and start over with Moses. But Moses interceded for the people and 

God did not kill them.  

In v. 8, we hear God not wanting to treat Israel as He did Admah and Zeboiim. Admah and Zeboiim were two cities that God 

destroyed along with Sodom and Gomorrah. Yahweh is saying to Himself, I do not want to punish Israel like I did those cities.  

In v. 8, God says His heart recoils with Him. The Hebrew word recoils is the same word used in Lamentation 1:20 and is 

translated overthrown. It is the same word used to describe Jonah being thrown overboard. The point is, Yahweh, like a loving 

Father, is torn about the discipline and punishment He needs to give His son. His son has committed a terrible and unforgiveable sin.  

The point of these two verses is how Yahweh wrestles like a tender, loving Father to discipline His son. He is not going to 

unleash His full wrath on Israel. He will punish them; He will discipline but His wrath will be stored up for another Son that will come 

700 years later. Although Israel will be carried off into slavery, that is a mercy compared to what Jesus will go through on the cross 

for His people. 

Application: If you want to, you can press pause right here and discuss as a family or as a group these application questions: 

1. Do you ever think that God is angry with people in the same way you are angry with people? How is God’s divine anger 

different than human anger? 

2. How does God resolve judgment and sin? Hint: Read Romans 3:23-26 

IV. The Father’s Overcoming Love (vv. 10-11) 

 Verses 10-11, are the resolution of vv. 1-2. Remember in v. 1, Yahweh called Israel and then in v. 2 the more He called the 

more they ran the other way. Now, God is going to do more for His people. In the future, He is going to roar like a lion and instead of 

running away, they will come to Him. He will overcome their fear, their hard hearts, and when He calls them—they will come home. 

Listen to vv. 10-11: 
10 They shall go after the Lord;  

he will roar like a lion; when he roars,  

his children shall come trembling from the west;  
11 they shall come trembling like birds from Egypt,  

and like doves from the land of Assyria,  

and I will return them to their homes, declares the Lord. 

 Verses 10-11 are prophecy for when Yahweh calls His people back to the land. Now I do not think this is referring to 

physical Israel returning to the Middle East but to God calling His people and restoring His relationship with them. The reason I do 

not think this refers to physical Israel is because this roar will be the calling of people to Jesus not a piece of real-estate.  

 The roaring of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah began in the book of Acts when the gospel went out from Jerusalem. Here is 

what it means to hear the Lion roar. Whenever the gospel is proclaimed, the Lion roars. So, in other words, whenever you share the 

gospel with your co-worker, your neighbor, a family member, or some total stranger, in the sharing of the gospel—Jesus the Lion of 

the Tribe of Judah roars. Those who are His run to the roar of the Lion and those who are not run from it. So, if you are a Chronicles 

of Narnia fan, think of Aslan roaring and His people come to Him.  

Application: If you want to, you can press pause right here and discuss as a family or as a group these application questions: 

1. How does the Lion roar today or what ways does He roar? 

2. What happens when the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the Lord Jesus, roars today? 

Conclusion 

 Hosea 11 ends on a crescendo! After all of the judgment and punishment of His people for their sin, Hosea 11 reminds us 

that God’s love of us is incomparable and irresistible. The Lion of the Tribe of Judah has overcome! As Revelation 5:5 says, “Weep no 

more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered.” 

Final Application Question:  

1. How has Hosea 11 revised or renewed your view of God? 

2. How has Hosea 11 revised or renewed your view of God’s mission in the world? 

 

 

 


