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 When we began our study of Hosea, we spent the first three chapters hearing how Yahweh called Hosea to marry the 

prostitute Gomer. She bore him three children, and then she left Hosea and returned to prostitution. Then Yahweh told Hosea to go 

and buy Gomer back from prostitution and bring her home.  

 After Hosea chapter 3, the prophet’s work was a series of messages given to the northern kingdom of Ephraim over a 

period of twenty-five to thirty years. Most likely, he preached the same messages over and over to the people.  

As a matter of fact, you may have listened to the past few messages by Pastor Eric and me; you may have thought, “I 

believe this sermon is a re-run.” That is because Hosea’s message did not vary much. Hosea was like a carpenter, and everything was 

a nail. 

 However, Hosea 14 is good news. He may have nailed them with many sermons on judgment, but his goal was to drive the 

good news of the grace of God into their hearts.  

The amazing message of Hosea 14: is that no matter how far you stray from God, He will welcome you home. God not only 

wants to welcome His wayward sons and daughters back, but He actually made a way for them to come home and that Way is Jesus. 

Jesus is the Way! 

 One of the most popular stories in all of the Scriptures is the story that Jesus told of the prodigal son. You know the story; 

the younger brother wanted his inheritance early, and his father gave it to him. Then the young boy took his inheritance and moved 

to a far country and wasted all the money his father had given him on sinful living. Then the boy lost all his friends and was flat 

broke. In order to survive, he took a job feeding pigs. He was so hungry he even longed to eat pig slop. Then he came to his senses. 

He remembered that his father’s servants had more to eat than he did, so he decided to go home and ask his father to make him a 

hired servant.  

 On his way home, he thought about what he would say to his father. He decided he would say, “Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”  

Now we get to everyone’s favorite part of the story. While the son was a long way off, the father, who had been anxiously 

waiting for his son to return, saw him coming from a long way off. Then the father ran to his son and embraced him. The son began 

his rehearsed speech of repentance, but all he got out was, “Father, I have sinned against Heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.” The son got the words of repentance out, but that was it. The father was so overjoyed to have his son 

back that he said to his servants, “Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 



23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this, my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and 

is found.’ And they began to celebrate.”  

Everyone loves the story of the prodigal son and how the father runs to his son, embraces him, and receives him home. 

Many people see themselves as the prodigal. At one time in my life, I was the boy in that story. Perhaps you have a prodigal in your 

family you long to see him or her returned to Jesus. This story and the whole book of Hosea gives us hope. 

 While the Prodigal Son ends with the son returning home, the book of Hosea is left open-ended. Hosea’s message for us is: 

Will we return to Jesus? 

 There are only two points this morning. Let’s pray before we get to work on Hosea 14. 

I. God Gives Us A Prayer to Lead Us Home (Hosea 14:1-3) 

1 Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God,  

for you have stumbled because of your iniquity.  
 2 Take with you words  

and return to the LORD; say to him,  

“Take away all iniquity; accept what is good,  

and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips.  
 3Assyria shall not save us;  

we will not ride on horses;  

 and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’  

to the work of our hands.  

 In you, the orphan finds mercy. 

 Verse 1 begins with the call to repentance. Nothing has changed here. This has been a consistent call throughout the whole 

book. After the call to repent, reminded the people that they had stumbled because of their iniquity/sin. Now, let’s press pause right 

here. I want you to think about v. 1 and ask yourself: What was Israel’s sin? 

If you said their sin was worshipping false gods and forgetting Yahweh, you would be right. However, the heart of their sin 

was neglecting, and eventually rejecting the word of God. This was what lead them to forget Yahweh and worship Baal. 

So, before we go any further, we have to stop and ask ourselves: Are we taking time each day to read God’s word? Next, 

are we obeying God’s word?  

You see, the first step in walking away from God is neglecting His word. Israel stumbled because they neglected God’s word. 

They did not listen to His word. They did not obey God’s word.  

How are you doing? There is no middle ground here. You are either taking steps toward God and walking with Him, or you 

are drifting away from Him. The big problem is the longer you neglect the word of God, the more of it you forget, and when you 

forget God’s word, you forget Jesus, you forget the gospel, and you fall away. 

  



Well, what needed to happen? Look in vv. 2-3  

 2 Take with you words  

and return to the LORD; say to him,  

“Take away all iniquity; accept what is good,  

and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips.  
 3Assyria shall not save us;  

we will not ride on horses;  

 and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’  

to the work of our hands.  

 In you, the orphan finds mercy. 

You know what? God is so good to us. Look what He did for Israel. Even when they had forgotten His word and even when 

they had rejected Him—God, in His great mercy, once again gave them His word. He did not have to do that.  

Think about it! There have been times in the Bible where people simply went too far, and God removed His word. There 

have been times when God people went so far that God gave them over to their sin and let judgment fall. God does not owe us 

anything. He does not have to show us grace and mercy.  

There are times in the NT, where even Jesus takes His word from His people. Jesus took His word from the religious leaders 

of His day and then pronounced a curse of the very ones who should have been teaching God’s word.  

You may be thinking, “Well, that was then. Jesus won’t do that again.” Friends, we are not beyond having God’s word 

removed from us.  

Jesus’ words to the seven churches in Revelation 2-3 tell us a very different story. Jesus began His message to each church 

by saying, “The words of him” or “The words of the Son of God.”  

Jesus’ point to those churches was that they must listen to and obey His word. He told the churches that if they would not 

repent and obey His word, they would no longer be churches.  

Friends, if we believe that we are exempt from having God’s word taken away from us simply because we are in the NT era, 

we are sadly mistaken. Holding fast to God’s word and remaining a gospel-preaching church has been the main challenge of the NT 

church of all ages.  

But notice what God did in v. 2—He gave them words to lead them back to Him, back home. These words are words of 

confession and repentance.  

He gave them words of grace that enable repentance. He gave them their words because they had forgotten the word of 

God. They had forgotten how to worship God. They had forgotten how to be very specific when it came to confessing their sin, so He 

gave them His words they needed. All they needed to do was by faith, trust the word of God and put those words in their hearts and 

speak them with their mouths. 



The phrase, “we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips,” sounds like they will sacrifice but these words actually reflect the 

words of King David in Psalm 51:16-17,  

“16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it;  

you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.  
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;  

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

Why does Yahweh not want their sacrifice? There is nothing they can give Him that would be earn their forgiveness. So, He 

gave them His word, and what we need to understand is that these words would enable them to by faith trust in the future sacrifice 

of the Son of God Who is the Word of God. These words would allow them to look forward to the One who would be the sacrifice 

for their sin. 

Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross would redeem them and purchase forgiveness, confession, and repentance. Jesus, the very 

Word of God, is the sacrifice of lips that God honors. The question is: are you abiding in Jesus, the Word of God, through the 

Scriptures? You see, the word of God enables us to abide in the Word of God. 

Verse 3 teaches that abiding in the Word of God begins with specific confession sin. Now Hosea called Israel to confess 

three very specific sins.  

First, they were to confess Assyrian was not their savior. Second, they were to confess that a strong military was not their 

savior. Third, and finally, they were to confess that they were not their saviors. In other words, they were to confess and repent of 

inventing false saviors, false deliverers, and false hopes. 

We learn a couple of spiritual habits we need to continually practice from these verses. First, we will spend the rest of our 

lives turning away from a false savior, false deliverers, and from putting our hope in anything other than Jesus. 

Second, when we confess these sins, we need to go to God with very specific words of confession and repentance. We need 

to be broken over our sin because a half-hearted confession of sin is really no confession of sin at all.  

The last line of v. 3 is just more good news for us. That last sentence in v. 3 reminds us that even the least person will find 

mercy in Jesus. It was not about how great they were but about how great Jesus is. Jesus gives mercy to the very least of these. He 

shows compassion to those who humble themselves and calls on His name. It is not about impressing Him with our words but about 

humbling ourselves before the greatness of our Savior who loves and shows mercy to the very smallest and most needy person in 

His kingdom. 

So, if you are feeling small and insignificant today, the good news for you is that Jesus offered Himself on the cross for you. 

He died that you would have the riches of His mercy.  



Friends, there will be times in life where we feel like we are at the very bottom of the pecking order, and nobody cares or 

even knows who we are. The good news is that Jesus knows who you are. He knows who you are and where you are. All you need to 

do is call on His name, and you will find mercy.  

Let me wrap up this first point by making this last application: God and His word call us home as a local body of believers to 

be with Him. Here is what I mean.  

Verses 1-3 can be applied in an individually and personally. Certainly, we should pray personal prayers of confession and 

repentance to lead us home to Jesus. However, what we find in vv. 1-3 is a liturgy for the church to practice corporate confession 

and repentance. When I say corporate, I mean in our worship services. 

Brothers and sisters, I grew Southern Baptist and almost Bapticostal. Anything that even remotely smelled of liturgy was 

run from like the plague or the coronavirus. Do you know what changed my mind about liturgy? The Bible.  

A careful reading of the Scriptures taught me that the Bible is filled with liturgy as a gift to God’s people to teach them how 

to form words of confession and repentance when they have forgotten or simply do not know how to form the words.  

The simple fact is, when your heart is overcome with the depth of your sin and the brokenness of your sin, God gives words 

to help us confess and repent. He gives us liturgical words of confession and repentance like Hosea 14.  

Remember, I said I had been the prodigal son. I remember when I came back to the Lord in Feb. of 1989. I remember the 

prayer I prayed with Bro. Tommy at FBC Queen City, Texas. I remember that those words were given to me as a young boy in the 

thousands of Sunday School classes I went to and worship services I sat in as a kid. I could not remember a whole lot, but I 

remembered how to confess my sin to God. God gave me those words in church. 

Even today, there are some Sundays I come into our worship services, and my heart is heavy with cares and anxieties, and it 

is in those moments where I need the word of God to help me confess my sin.  

In addition to that, there is no better place for me to be confessing my sin than with the people of God corporately. It 

reminds me that we are all in this together. I thank God that I am not alone. You may feel alone right now because you are stuck at 

home, but you are not. We are in this together.  

Let me give you some more good news from these verses. Verse 1 says Israel had stumbled, and they had sinned. When we 

stumble into sin, it starts hurting. In other words, when we start suffering for our sin, it starts hurting.  

Do you know what the good news of these first three verses is? You cannot sin your way out of God’s plan or his family. You 

can’t! Verses 1-3 remind us He comes after us.  

Sometimes when we sin, we think we have sinned our way out of God’s plan, but the fact is we can’t. We can’t sin our way 

out of God’s plan because we are God’s plan.  



God’s plan is to save you and sanctify you. It is His plan to discipline us and bring us back to Him. Jesus does not abandon 

you. Oh, you may suffer some serious discipline, but God’s plan is not to abandon you but to see that you make it home to Heaven 

safe and sound. His plan is to make sure you spend eternity with Him. That’s the reason we can sing: He will hold me fast, He will 

hold me fast, for my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast.  

Brothers and sisters, Jesus is so faithful and so steady and so committed to you for His glory that He will not abandon you. 

He stepped out of Heaven to come and get you, and He will make sure you make it home. 

II. God Gives Us A Song to Welcome Us Home (Hosea 14:4-8) 

Verses 4-8 are God’s song to us to welcome us home. If vv. 1-3 are words to help us confess and repent, vv. 4-8 is a song to 

remind us of Yahweh’s faithfulness to the promise He made to His chosen people.  

First, we hear a song of promise in vv. 4-6, and it is the good news of a sweet song for the spiritually dry. Listen to vv. 4-6: 

4 I will heal their apostasy;  

I will love them freely,  

for my anger has turned from them.  
5 I will be like the dew to Israel;  

he shall blossom like the lily;  

he shall take root like the trees of Lebanon;  
6 his shoots shall spread out;  

his beauty shall be like the olive,  

and his fragrance like Lebanon.  

 Verses 4-5 remind us that God’s anger has turned from us. It has turned from us because of Jesus. God sent Jesus to take 

the wrath against us for our sin. Jesus turned God’s anger away from us by taking it upon Himself on the cross. Jesus’ death on the 

cross also purchased for us the sweet, life-giving love of God for us. This is an amazing song! 

However, do you know what this song also reminds me of; it reminds me of coming out of a season of spiritual dryness. The 

people of Israel were coming out of a season of being very materialistic fruitfulness, but spiritually they were dry and even dead. 

Failure to live a life of confession and repentance leads to a spiritually dry life. Have you ever been through a season of spiritual 

dryness? 

Since we are not meeting together for corporate worship, you may feel like you’re in a spiritually dry season right now. You 

may be in a season where it seems like you have lost your love for the word and prayer. It may be a season where you are not 

practicing confession and repentance, and so your heart feels dry and parched. Depression and anxiety seem to be your closest 

friends. It can be a season where you love Jesus, but you are also angry and fearful. Have you ever felt that way? I have. 

There will be seasons in your life where it seems like there is very little spiritual growth and even no growth at all. All it 

seems like you are doing is treading water. What do you do when these seasons come into your life?  



Do you remember the story where Jesus met the woman at the well? The Samaritan woman was miserable. She was stuck 

in her sin. No one in her village in Samaria even cared for her. She could not even be around the other women of her village, so 

every day she would go to the well when no one was there. She was all alone and trying to hide from the world, but then one when 

she went to the well to get water, Jesus met her there. Jesus knew her deepest, darkest, sins, and yet He loved he and He drew out 

Living Water for her dry, parched heart. 

Friends, when we are in a season of spiritual dryness, what we need to do is to keep going to the well of Jesus and wait for 

Him to draw out Living Water to restore our souls. He will come and do that. He may take you through the valley of the shadow of 

death but do not fear, He will lead you to green pastures and quiet water and He will restore your soul with the Living Water. 

Friends, the dew of the water of God will fall on your dry heart and revive your soul.  

 Friends, there is even good news for the spiritually dead in this text. Verse 6 says,’ “His shoots shall spread out.” This is 

referring to the shoots of a dead stump. In other words, the dead stump will have new life given to it, and it will begin to grow once 

more. This is a picture of the resurrection of the dead heart of the sinner who is converted. Jesus’ song in vv. 4-6 welcomes us home 

and reminds us He will be like the dew that waters our dry and dead hearts.  

Verse 7 is a song of praise to Yahweh who makes His people flourish. 

7 They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow;  

they shall flourish like the grain;  

they shall blossom like the vine;  

their fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon.  

 The fame and glory of the people of God is due to the faithfulness of their God. As they dwell beneath the providential, 

sovereign shadow of the covering of God, they flourish and thrive. 

 When the church lives a life of confession and repentance, it does thrive. A local church that is continually turning to Jesus 

in everything it does is a place where there is life and flourishing.  

Grand Avenue, when we continually turn to Jesus, we become a place of life for people. We become a place of protection 

for people. We become a gospel-family where people can find Jesus. We are not only a place where believers can find gospel life in a 

community of believers, but we become a place where the larger community can find eternal life in Jesus. 

Finally, v. 8 is a song of Yahweh’s incomparable love for His people. 

8 O Ephraim, what have I to do with idols?  

It is I who answer and look after you.  

I am like an evergreen cypress;  

from me comes your fruit. 

Verse 8 ends the love song. The phrase O Ephraim echoes King David’s agony when he heard his son Absalom had been 

killed. King David cried out—O Absalom! O Absalom!  



God loves His people. It is like He is saying: O Ephraim! How can I give you up? I love you too much. Don’t you see how I care 

for you even when you do not look to Me. Yahweh has a deep and tender love for you. 

But I want you to notice one more expression of God’s love and care for us. In the last phrase, Yahweh says, “I am like an 

evergreen cypress; from me comes your fruit.” This last sentence echoes Psalm 1, but in this case, Yahweh is the tree that bears His 

fruit in season and out. He is like an Evergreen Tree that never stops being fruitful for His people. He never stops loving them. He 

never stops caring for them. He has an eternal love for His people.  

This does not mean you are guaranteed health, wealth, and happiness. It does not mean you will never suffer. However, it 

does mean that if you turn to Jesus day by day by day, these promises are for you. It means that as you take up your cross daily that 

you will have joy in the midst of suffering; no condemnation in the face of guilt; contentment in the midst of need; freedom in the 

midst of constraint; peace in the midst of problems; love in the midst of rejection; hope in the midst of dire circumstances; faith in 

the midst of fearful circumstances; and strength in the midst of weakness. Bottom line: if you turn to Jesus, your inner man is 

renewed, and you will flourish and bear fruit in season and out of season. 

God was trying to show His people through the preaching of Hosea that there is not one human life devoted to sin that has 

turned out to be the life that you want to live. I mean, you may think you want to live that life, and there are many prominent 

people who proclaim that living life without God is living the “good life.” Bottom line: Living life, apart from God, is living a life of sin 

even if you are the most moral person on the planet. It is still and miserable life. 

As Pastor Ray Ortlund, Jr. says, “Sin does not add substance. It dilutes life. It waters down our experience. It leaves a bitter 

after-taste. It hollows us out so that we start wondering, ‘Is that all there is?’ Look around at our society. As people become more 

empty and bored and restless, is it because everyone is becoming more Christian? We were not made for sin. We were made to 

become solid, natural human beings sharing in the awesome, supernatural glory of Christ.”1  

We were made to flourish like the grain and to blossom like the vine and to bless people like the wine of Lebanon. The 

question is, as we close out Hosea: Are you flourishing? This is precisely the question of the last verse in Hosea poses. We will close 

by considering v. 9. 

III. Will You Come Home? (Hosea 14:9) 

Whoever is wise, let him understand these things;  

whoever is discerning, let him know them;  

for the ways of the LORD are right,  

and the upright walk in them,  

but transgressors stumble in them. 

 
1 Ray Ortlund, Jr. Supernatural Living for Natural People, The Life-Giving Message of Romans 8, 85.  



 The conclusion of Hosea’s sermon is like the words of Jesus at the end of the Sermon on the Mount, “Everyone then who 

hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.” They are also like Jesus' words as 

the end of many of His parables, “Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.” And finally, they are like the words of Jesus to the seven 

churches in The Revelation, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

 Friends, Yahweh wants to welcome us home. The message of Hosea is that God has an incomparable love for His sinful 

people. Verse 9 is the call to listen to and obey the God of the word as it points us to the Ultimate Word of God, who gave Himself 

for us in the cross. The question is: Will we listen? Will we understand? Will we walk in the ways of the word of God, or will we 

stumble into sin? 

 Let me leave you with a story that J. I. Packer tells. It is a true story about the Puritan Thomas Goodwin. Here is what 

happened at Goodwin’s church one Sunday:  

[The preacher] was on the subject of the Scriptures. And in that sermon he falls into an expostulation with the 

people about their neglect of the Bible; he impersonates God to the people, telling them, “Well, I have trusted you 

so long with my Bible; you have slighted it, it lies in your houses all covered with dust and cobwebs; you care not to 

listen to it. Do you use my Bible so? Well, you shall have my Bible no longer.” And the preacher picks up the Bible, 

and seemed as if he were going away with it and carrying it from them; but immediately the preacher turns again 

and impersonates the people to God, falls down on his knees, cries and pleads, “Lord, whatever you do to us, take 

not your Bible from us; kill our children, burn our houses, destroy our goods; only spare us your Bible.” And then he 

impersonates God again to the people: “Say you so? Then I will test you a while longer. Here is my Bible for you. I 

will see how you will use it, whether you will love it more, and live more according to it.” By these actions the 

preacher put the congregation into so strange a posture that they were deluged with their own tears.2  

 I hope you do not think this illustration is an overreaction. You see, Jesus wept over Jerusalem because they rejected the 

word of God. The question is: Is Jesus weeping over you now because you reject His word? 

 

 

 
2 Ray Ortlund, Jr., Sermon: Your God is Too Small: 6, Isaiah 42:18-43:21, Immanuel Church, Nashville, TN, June 2, 2019. 


