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Our Advent Series answers the question: Why do we need Christmas/Advent? The reason for Advent?
Through this series, we have examined our sin problem and the promise of redemption in Jesus' coming. Last
Sunday, we examined the announcement of His arrival. This morning, we will examine God’s plan to save His
people and bring them safely home.

What we have learned so far is every detail of Jesus’ birth was part of God’s plan before the foundation of
the earth. The promises and prophecies of his birth were detailed and specific. At every point, God fulfilled the
prophecies He spoke through the writers of the Old Testament. Whether it was prophecies, poetry, wisdom
literature, or history—Jesus fulfilled God’s promises.

This ought to move us to worship. It should give us great confidence in our God and His word. It ought to
move us to worship Jesus as our Lord and Savior. | hope in these Christmas messages, we have been reminded to
behold and worship Jesus just as the shepherds and angels did at His birth.

What we are going to do this morning is wrap up our Advent series by considering God’s ultimate purpose
and plan to redeem sinners. | have four points to help us walk through the message.

I. The Promised Plan Redemption: Jesus is Our Holy Substitute

Remember, we saw in Genesis, in the Garden of Eden, there was a problem. Adam sinned, and as a result
of his sin, he and Eve were removed from God’s Garden and God’s presence. They were cursed, and we inherited
the curse of sin. It has infected every human heart, and as a result, we are all born separated from our Creator.
Yet, our hearts long for the presence of God.

But, God, in His rich mercy, promised to send a redeemer through the Seed of the woman to redeem
God’s people. He would be a New Adam sent to perfectly obey God’s laws and, ultimately, defeat sin and save His
people.

In Isaiah 53:5-6, we hear the promise of One who will come and defeat sin and death by being our
substitute. Look in vv. 5-6:

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we
are healed. ¢ All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—everyone—to

his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Have you ever heard the old Negro Spiritual “Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?” It is a
beautiful hymn. It gives me chills every time | sing it.
There are two questions in the first two stanzas:
“Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”
“Were you there when they nailed Him to the cross?”

Each stanza concludes by saying,
“Ohh, sometimes it causes me to tremble. Tremble.”

The writer wants us to feel it. He wants us to tremble with him because he understood that, in reality, we
were there at the cross. We were there because it was our sin that nailed Jesus to the cross.



Friends, God crushed His Son for our guilt and sin. Our sin was against God, and because we sinned
against a holy God, only a holy, divine sacrifice would be sufficient to pay for our sin. So, God came in Christ and
paid for our sins Himself.

When we consider that Isaiah painted this picture of Jesus’ death some 700 years before it happened, we
ought to tremble. We should be in awe of God'’s divine plan to save sinners by sending Jesus to be our Holy
Substitute.

Isaiah 53 should produce the idea of beholding and marveling at God’s plan to save us. Listen, the more |
study the Bible, the more | am stunned by God’s amazing plan to save us through Christ. Let’s keep going in Isaiah
53.

In v. 10, Isaiah connects God’s plan to the promise made in Genesis 3:15. In v. 10, Isaiah uses the word
offspring to describe the One who will make the sacrifice. The use of the word offspring here is an intentional
connection to Genesis 3:15. God wants us to understand that it was His plan from the beginning to send His
Offspring, Jesus, to pay for our sins. Jesus is not an afterthought. He is the Genesis 3:15 Seed. Listen to vv. 10-11
again:

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his
soul makes an offering for guilt, he [God] shall see his offspring; he shall
prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 1! Out of the
anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the
righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall
bear their iniquities.

God sent Jesus to be His Holy Substitute and satisfy His justice. Here’s how this works: Jesus earned our
righteousness by obeying God’s holy laws perfectly. Then, God took our guilt of sin for breaking His laws and
charged it to Jesus. On the cross, Jesus gave His life to pay for our sins. His sacrifice for us more than covered our
debt of sin. He was our substitute. His perfect life earned our righteousness, and His death had divine infinite
power to pay the penalty for our sins.

This is what we call the Great Exchange. It is where Jesus took our sin upon Himself, and by our faith in
Jesus, God transfers Jesus' righteousness to us. So, after the Great Exchange, God sees us and relates to us as if we
had kept His laws perfectly and never sinned. The Great Exchange has always been God’s plan.

Friends, our culture finds this message hard to believe. Many people struggle with and stumble over the
fact that Jesus died in our place in order to earn eternal life for us. We didn’t lift a finger to earn our salvation.
Jesus did it all. Yet, this is the true message of Christmas and the true gift of Christmas.

The message of Christmas is NOT, “Behave, and you’ll get the present of eternal life.” God is not some kind
of cosmic Santa Claus who is making a list and checking it twice to see if we have been naughty or nice. The
message of Christmas is NOT, “He knows if you have been bad or good, so be good for goodness sake.”

The true message of Christmas is an announcement to condemned sinners where God says:

The only truly good person who ever lived suffered and died in your place
because of your sin. You couldn’t obey God, and even if you could, you wouldn’t.
But God'’s Son obeyed for you, died for you, and rose from the dead for you even

before you knew you needed Him. Trust in Jesus because this is how God
showed His great grace, mercy, and love for you.

Now, for all who trust in Jesus, He says to us:
Come to me all who labor and are heavy laden. Look to me, and you will rest for
your weary souls, for | was despised and rejected so you could be included in
God’s family. | bore the sickness of your sin. A spear pierced My heart because



of your rebellion. The guilt of your sin was charged to My account because you

could not bear it nor pay its debt to God. | bore it, and it crushed the life out of

Me. All of My sufferings purchased your peace with God. I did all of this because

I love you. Trust Me and come to Me by faith, and | will find rest for your weary
heart.

This is the greatest Christmas Gift of all! Have you received the gift of Jesus as your Lord and Savior?
Brothers and sisters in Christ, let the reminding of the message of Christmas, which is the message of our
redemption, renew and refresh your heart this Christmas season.
Il. The Fulfilled Plan of Redemption
In Isaiah 53, we learn what God promised to do to save His people. Now, in Luke 2:25-32, we hear from an
old saint named Simeon who tells us that promise has been fulfilled in the birth of Jesus.
And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, % he took him up
in his arms and blessed God and said, %° “Lord, now you are letting your servant
depart in peace, according to your word; *° for my eyes have seen your
salvation 3! that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”

Luke 2:25-32 is considered Simeon’s Song. It is one of the four songs in Luke’s Gospel that celebrates the
birth of Christ. We covered the angels’ song last Sunday, but in this text, we hear Simeon’s song of the Savior.
We do not know much about Simeon. He shows up in Luke’s Gospel in Luke 2:25-32, then he’s gone.
Here’s what we do know. God told Simeon through the Holy Spirit that he would not die until he had seen
the Messiah who would bring salvation for God’s people. Then, when Simeon saw Jesus, he realized he was looking
at the Lord’s salvation.
We can safely assume that old Simeon waited a long time before he saw Jesus. He was a very old man.
The text tells us he had been waiting in faithfulness and righteousness. He had persevered. He had run the course
that God had set before him. The promise of the Messiah was the definition of his life and the desire of his heart.
| like the picture pastor Phil Ryken paints of Simeon. He says,
This is what it means to be a believer: It means waiting in faith for God to do
what he has promised. How often Simeon must have walked the streets of the
city, waiting for the salvation that God had promised to give. We can imagine
him watching parent present their children at the temple . . . Then one day, the
Holy Spirit led Simeon into the outer courtyard, where he met the desire of his
trusting heart. In the providence of God, he was at the right place at the right
time to see the Christ . . . Simeon’s heart soared and by the revelation of the
Holy Spirit he uttered a prophetic word “Now I can depart in peace (Nunc
Dimittis).” His whole life was centered around and grounded in the promise of
Jesus ... He was banking on promises God had made in the Old Testament and
the specific promise God had made to him. His life exuded faith in God while he
was living in the land filled with darkness.

After Simeon’s song, he concluded with the often-overlooked blessing to Mary and Jesus. Listen to it in vv.
34-35:
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a
sign that is opposed 3 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so
that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”



In this short blessing, we hear the plan of God given in Isaiah 53. They are the foreboding words of Jesus’
coming death and the suffering Mary would experience as she watched Jesus die on the cross:
“And a sword will pierce through your own soul also.”
Simeon's blessing captured the inescapable truth about the person and work of Jesus. When Simeon told
Mary that a sword would pierce her soul, he was, of course, speaking of Calvary. When Mary watched Jesus die, it
was as if a sword pierced her own heart. There was agony awaiting this young mother.
Yet, this was God’s plan. He sent Jesus to die in order to save His people from their sins. He sent Jesus to
bear the curse of sin for them.
It may have been dark and painful for them, but it is joy for us. As the third verse of Joy to the World says:
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as, the curse is found.

Here was God’s plan of redemption in the death and resurrection of Jesus: He would make His blessings
flow to us.

Ill. The Commissioned Plan of Redemption
As we pull together the sovereign plan of God, let’s look back at Isaiah 53:11, for in this verse, we are
reminded of the comprehensive plan of God to save His people:
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge
shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and
he shall bear their iniquities.

The last part of v. 11 indicates the comprehensiveness of God’s plan to save His people. If many will be
counted righteous, they must know what Jesus did for them.

Matthew’s Gospel concludes with the Great Commission, where we see God’s plan for the message of the
good news of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection to go into the whole world. Hearing the gospel is how many will
be made righteous. Matthew 28:19-20 says,

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ?° teaching them to observe all
that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of
the age.

Jesus died in order to establish the church so that through His people, they may carry out His mission to
tell the good news of salvation in Jesus to the world.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are, as His ambassadors, commissioned to share the gospel with
everyone so that many may be made righteous. So that more and more people will call Jesus their Lord. Paul Tripp
writes:

Listen! The cross isn't a moment of defeat; the cross is not an interruption; the
cross of Jesus Christ was the plan. He came to be the Lamb; He came to be the
offering that would finally satisfy God’s anger. “For this result, He shall see His
offspring, and He shall prolong His days.” That in that one cruel death, life
would be given to many, that there would be a great world-wide family of every
language group, and every location of the globe, of every period of history, who



would be given new life through the death of His Son, that He would have
offspring like the sands of the sea.?

Friends, Jesus’ disciples should be serious about their faith and want to be fully developed. We are people
who go into all the world with the gospel message to make disciples. This is God’s plan to get the message out. We
are a key part of His plan to fulfill the Great Commission and see every tribe, tongue, and nation worship Jesus.

IV. God’s Final Plan of Redemption: Back to the Garden

We began our series in the Garden of Eden. It's appropriate that we end in the Garden. The Garden of
Eden is where all was created in God’s good perfection and then ruined by our sins. It is where the problem of our
sin sets God’s plan of redemption in motion.

In the Garden, God made a promise to save His people. When the promise was fulfilled, God, through His
people, pronounced His glory as the Hope of Redemption that had come in the birth of Jesus.

So, when we think about the birth of Christ, we learn God planned to send Jesus as the New Adam, who
will give His life as a ransom for many in order to save God’s people. We also learn that the good news of salvation
in Christ was not planned to be kept to ourselves. Matthew tells us in the Great Commission that we are to go into
all the world teaching, making disciples, and baptizing people in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.

Now, here is my question: Why? What is the purpose of telling others and making disciples? | know Jesus
told us to do it so they would be saved, but is there more?

Listen to me: The culmination of our salvation is to take us back to the Garden. Here’s what | mean:
Having a relationship with God and going to Heaven takes us back to the Garden where it all began. Listen to
Revelation 22:1-5,

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the
street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. *
They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. ° And night will
be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their
light, and they will reign forever and ever.

What does this sound like? It sounds like the Garden of Eden in Genesis only it is the New Heavens and
the New Earth. This test describes the new Garden.

In Christ, God makes a way not only to save us from our sins but to bring us back to God’s Place so we
may be in God’s Presence for all eternity. Everything God has been doing is to bring His people Home to be with
Him in the New Heavens and New Earth, or we may say—The New Garden.

God wants to save you in Christ, but He also wants to have an eternal love relationship with you. He wants
to bring you to your Heavenly Home.

As we close, here’s the question: Will you be there? Friends, stop holding out on repenting of your sins
and trusting in Jesus. This morning, why don’t you drink the Water of Life and eat from the Tree of Life who is
Jesus?

L paul Tripp. Advent—The Plan, Isaiah 53:10, December 26, 2010.



Brothers and sisters in Christ, our calling is to be like old Simeon. Jesus should define our lives. He should
be the desire of our hearts so that our final destination is the New Heaven and the New Earth. So, does Jesus
define your life? Is He the desire of your heart?

| will pray in a moment, and then we will sing How Beautiful the Mystery. Listen to the first verse and
chorus because they remind us of the great mystery by which God accomplishes our salvation. Remember, | told
you that our culture struggles with the message of salvation? Well, we can, too. Listen, instead of struggling with
the message this year, why don’t you simply enjoy it and marvel at the great mystery of our salvation in Jesus:

How beautiful the mystery:
Th’Eternal Word comes down
To live and love and die and rise,
To claim His victor’s crown.
Content we find Him cradled there
Amongst the filth and beasts.
Who would believe that He will be
Our guide from death to peace!
Chorus
How beautiful the mystery:
Th’Eternal Word came down;
The Servant-King has set us free
To live for His renown.



