July 7, 2019

Broken or Crushed
Luke 19:45-20:26
Last Sunday we looked at Luke 19:1-10 and Jesus’ encounter with Zacchaeus. This morning we are going to jump ahead to
Luke 19:45 and work through Luke 20:26. The reason we are jumping ahead is that I preached Luke 19:11-41 on Palm Sunday
because that is the text on Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
Last Sunday, when we looked at Jesus’ encounter with Zacchaeus, Jesus had entered into the center of the city of Jericho.
In our text this morning, Jesus had entered Jerusalem and goes straight to the temple so we are now in the last week of Jesus’ life.
In Luke 9:51, Jesus had set His face toward Jerusalem and now He is there. His purpose was to go to the cross and to
actually take us with Him. Jesus said in Luke 9:23, “If anyone desires to come after me, he must deny himself, take up his cross daily,
and follow me.” This is what it means to follow Jesus. It means to set our face toward the cross and follow Jesus wherever He leads
us.
The preceding context of the sermon passage is Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the
crowds were reciting Psalm 118:26, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” The Pharisees wanted Jesus to rebuke
the people for proclaiming Him to be the King but Jesus told them that if they did not say it then the stones would cry out. The truth
is Jesus was and is the King and He is the King with authority and what was about to happen is the questioning of Jesus’ authority.
Luke 19:45-20:26 shows us how the religious leaders rejected Jesus’ authority. The main point of our text is really a
warning: To reject the authority of the Son of God over your life ends in a crushing defeat.
Think about how we deal with authority in America. American culture does not like authority. America was founded on
rebellion against King George of England and His taxes. We are a nation of people who does not like to be told what to do by those
who are in authority over us. Rejection of authority is in our cultural and spiritual DNA. Yet . . . this is not new for Americans. The
seed of rejection of authority that was planted in the Garden of Eden is simply in full bloom in the U. S. culture.
When some of us read this text, we might read it and think that Jesus was really going against the authority of His day and
think, “Good for Him.” If we think this, we may miss the fact that what Jesus had to say applies to us. We may miss the fact that we
are more like the religious leaders of Jesus’ day than we really want to admit. The fact is, for most of us, we really do not like God’s
authority over us. So, the question is, do we submit to His glorious authority or not?
There are three things about this that we need to see. Jesus is the One with authority over the worship of God, the mission
of God, and His glorious authority is unmatched.
I. The glorious authority of the Son of God over the worship of God. (Luke 19:45-20:8). Let’s read Luke 19:45-48.
So, immediately after Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and His lament over Jerusalem He goes into the temple and we
have the very famous scene where He cleanses the temple.
Matthew and Mark’s gospels tell us that Jesus turned over the tables of those whose business it was to exchange Roman
currency for the Jewish shekel and also those who sold pigeons for the poor to use as a sacrifice.
When we study the religious system of that day what we learn is that the religious leaders had set up a system of profit by
not allowing the people to use Roman currency or any currency from any other nation for temple worship. They would only accept
the Jewish shekel. So, what they had the money changers do was to exchange the people’s money and make a profit that would be
passed on to the religious leaders. Then there were those who sold pigeons to the poor at a profit as well. The temple was no
longer about worship of God but a place to make money.
When Jesus cleansed the temple of the money changers and the pigeon dealers, He quoted Isaiah and Jeremiah. God, had
said through the prophet Isaiah, that His temple is called by His name and is to be a place of prayer for the nations. Then through
Jeremiah, God had condemned the religious leaders of his day because they had turned the temple into a den of thieves by
worshipping Baal in the temple and also using it as a place to make money.
When you read the rest of what God said through Jeremiah it is telling. God told the people to go to Shiloh, the first place
where God made His name dwell, and see what happened to that place when the people abandoned Him with corrupt worship—He
destroyed it. Jesus words, were prophetic because it would be only 70 years later that God would do the same to that temple.
So, in v. 46, Jesus said that the temple was supposed to be a house of prayer. Then in v. 47 after Jesus cleansed it, He was
teaching in the temple every day. Also, the temple was the place where sacrifices were made to God in order to atone for sin.
When a blood sacrifice was made, their sin would be removed and then their relationship with God was restored.
In summary, the temple was a place of worship. It was the place where God’s glory dwelled. It was the place where your
sin was atoned. It was a place where you found forgiveness. It was a place where you prayed. It was a place where you had your
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relationship with God restored. It was the place where you encountered the glory and should have had face-to-face fellowship with
God.
Jesus was angry because the worship of God had become corrupted. It was no longer about meeting with God. It was no
longer about worship of God. It was no longer about prayer. It was no longer about a concern for the nations to come to the one
place where God dwelled. Instead the temple had become the place where other gods had come before God. It was the place
where the Lord’s name was taken in vain. It was the place where the people bowed down before the god of making money.
The religious leaders had corrupted the worship of God. They turned it into their own personal profit. They had discipled
people to think of worship as ritual. They taught people to simply go through the motions and check all the right boxes.
This kind of empty worship infuriated Jesus. Jesus said in the other gospels that these people honor Me with their lips but
their hearts are far from Me. Their worship was dead, it was empty, it was not God-centered, nor was it about the gospel and that
was when He cleansed the temple.
Let’s keep going. Look in Luke 20:1, “One day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel.”
So, after Jesus cleansed the temple of bad worship practices He continued to cleanse the temple by restoring the teaching of the
word of God and preaching the gospel.
Jesus began to do what should have been going on in the temple: preaching the gospel and teaching the word of God. You
see right teaching of the word of God and the preaching of the gospel cleanses the heart and fuels the heart for the right worship of
God. Jesus was rightly discipling the people about worship.
Well, guess who did not like the preaching of the gospel? The Pharisees and all the religious leaders of the day. Notice
what they said in the last part of v. 1 and v. 2, “the chief priests and the scribes with the elders came up 2 and said to him, ‘Tell us by
what authority you do these things, or who it is that gave you this authority.’”
The religious leaders were concerned with two things. First, religious leaders did not like it that Jesus was restoring the
temple through the preaching of the word of God because their authority over the people would be replaced by the authority of
Scripture. Second, they wanted to know where Jesus thought He was getting His authority to make these changes.
Jesus got His authority from God’s word. He exercised the authority of God’s word over the worship of God. The Pharisees
appealed to tradition for their authority but Jesus stood on the word of God. Yet, bottom line for the Pharisees—it was about the
money. They were not concerned for the people or the condition of their souls.
But they could not approach Jesus because the people loved the preaching of the gospel. Luke 19:48 says, “All of the
people were hanging on his words.” Then in vv. 3-8 is Jesus’ responded to the religious leaders with a question of His own.
Their response to Jesus’ question showed their hand. They were not concerned with being faithful stewards of God’s word
and worship. Instead, they feared man. If they said John’s baptism was from God then they were in conflict with God, His word and
the people who believed John was a prophet. If they said John’s baptism was from man then again, the people would be angry with
them because the people believed John was a prophet. It was “lose—lose” for the religious leaders so they gave a “non-answer” to
Jesus’ question. So, they plead ignorance, “We don’t know,” they said. Jesus replied in kind and said neither would He tell them
from where His authority came.
Let’s stop here and make some application to our text:
First, brothers and sisters, how we worship shapes our hearts and our lives. Listen to me, the worship in this text is
corporate worship. Jesus was reforming the corporate worship of the people of God in this text. How we worship shapes us, it
disciples us. Biblically correct corporate worship shapes the hearts of people according to the word of God just as corrupt worship
leads people away from God into self-centered worship. Beware because both Biblical worship and corrupt, self-centered worship
are appealing.
Biblical worship leads us into fellowship with God that sets us free but corrupt, self-centered worship appeals to our flesh.
Self-centered worship makes us feel good about ourselves. It grows large churches and makes lots of money. Don’t hear what I am
not saying, I am not bashing large churches. There are some very large churches that worship in very Biblical ways and for them I am
grateful.
The Prosperity Gospel is the most obvious culprit BUT there are other churches that are much subtler. Beware when a
church only talks about the benefits of the gospel and does not talk about the warnings of rejecting the gospel. Beware when a
church only talks about the psychological, social, and emotional benefits of the gospel. We must preach the whole gospel. If we do
not then we will preach a half-gospel and half-gospel is really no gospel at all. You might even call it a corrupt gospel.
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Secondly, wrong corporate worship shapes us and disciples our hearts in wrong ways and makes it difficult for us to accept
biblical corporate worship. The woman at the well had been taught the wrong way to worship God. It made it difficult for her to
accept Jesus’ biblical teaching on worship. Our hearts have to be reshaped by the word of God. Our minds must be renewed by the
word of God. Yet, gospel-centered corporate worship will reshape our hearts so that we will worship God in spirit and in truth.
Thirdly, biblical corporate worship leads us to restore our broken relationship with God and with others. It does this
because of the we pray the gospel, sing the gospel, confess our sin and then remember the gospel together. Then we rejoice in the
assurance of salvation through the person and work of Christ together. When we take the Lord’s Supper we renew our covenant
with God together and so we are reminded of Jesus’ body that was broken and His blood that was spilled. We celebrate the
atonement of our sin by our glorious Savior together.
Biblical corporate worship means there is no other god before us and we hallow the name of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ. Corporate worship is not about being attractive to the world, it is about exalting the glorious name of our Savior who died in
our place and for our sin. If we want to be seeker sensitive to the lost and to the nations then we must have corporate worship
services that have Christ at the very heart of the service.
The question is: Does Jesus have authority to re-order how you worship of God? He does. Will you submit to the authority
of His word?
II. The glorious authority of the Son of God over the mission of God. (Luke 20:9-18)
On the heels of the Pharisees challenging Jesus’ authority to cleanse the temple and to reform worship through the
teaching and preaching the gospel, Jesus told a parable, which was really an allegory about the history of Israel and its corrupt
religious leadership that was leading the people astray.
However, before we jump into the parable, we need to be careful of this parable. We must be careful to not over interpret
this parable and press it for details that are not there. What we need to do is to pay careful attention to the theme and main
characters in the parable. Jesus knew the religious leaders had rejected His authority and so He told them this parable/allegory. For
the sake of time, I am not going to re-read the passage but I want you to follow along as I explain it.
• The Man: The man who planted the vineyard is God.
• The Vineyard: The vineyard is nation of Israel and in particular the covenant people of Israel. Israel was often referred to as
God’s vineyard. It was a very familiar symbol of the nation so when the people heard Jesus say this they knew He was talking
about Israel.
• The tenants: The tenants were the ones who leased the vineyard and were supposed to care for the vineyard. The tenants
represented the religious leaders as a whole over the course of the history of Israel. It was the priests, the kings, the scribes, the
elders, the Pharisees, and Levites who were responsible to care for God’s vineyard, Israel by faithfully teaching God’s word and
caring for God’s people so that they would bear good fruit. However, as we examine the history of Israel in the Old Testament,
what we find is that the religious leaders and the kings of Israel often abused their authority and the people of God. They
neglected to teach the word of God, be faithful to the word of God, and to lead God’s people in the ways of God. Instead, they
loved their position of authority instead of loving the mission of God which was to lead the people of God in the ways of God
according to the word of God.
• The Servants: According to the allegory, the owner of the vineyard sent his servants to collect fruit that was due him from the
tenants. The servants, represented the prophets whom God sent into His vineyard, Israel, to teach, preach, and call the nation
to repent and obey God according to the word of God.
When we examine the Old Testament, we see how God sent prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Elijah, and many others. What
these men mainly got for calling the people of God to obey God was nothing but rejection, persecution, and abuse from the
tenants of God’s vineyard, the religious establishment and the kings. There were exceptions but for the most part, it was
rejection and persecution.
• The Son: The son in the allegory represents Jesus, the Son of God. So, according to the allegory, after the owner of the vineyard
was unable to receive any fruit because the tenants beat his servants and threw them out, he sent his beloved son into the
vineyard. Then the owner thought that perhaps the tenants would listen to his son. The tenants thought that if they killed the
son then they would maintain control of the vineyard because they would own the vineyard.
Here is where we must not press the details of the allegory too hard because God did not send His Son into the world with
His fingers crossed, hoping that perhaps, the religious leaders would receive Jesus as the Son of God. Jesus was not Plan B that
God implemented after Plan A of sending the prophets did not work.
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Sending Jesus into this corrupt world to die for sinners was God’s plan from the foundation of the world. God was not
playing a chess game with our salvation and hoping people will believe His Son.
Genesis 3 tells us that God promised to send the Seed of the woman to crush the head of the serpent who lead God’s
children into disobedience and sin. This promised seed was the definite plan of God from the very beginning.
The Apostle Paul says in Ephesians 1, “3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him . . . 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of
his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things
in heaven and things on earth.”
The Apostle Peter preached to these very religious leaders and the people of Israel on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2:2224, “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs
that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death,
because it was not possible for him to be held by it.”
• One other point in the allegory is that the religious leaders did not think they could actually own Israel but they did think they
could keep their power and theological authority over the people of God if they got rid of Jesus because they didn’t believe
Jesus was the Son of God. They thought He was a fraud who was stealing their power and position with the people. They knew
He was destroying their authority because He had greater authority but they did not want to believe His authority came from
God so they rejected His authority.
That was what the religious leaders were doing and we do the same thing because if you don’t want to change, then just
reject the true authority by pretending it does not exist. It is like an ostrich who puts his head in a hole in the ground when
there is danger and believes the danger has gone away. Sadly, the ostrich becomes food for the lion.
• That was why He concluded the parable the way He did in vv. 17-18:
“What then is this that is written:
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’?
18
Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”
• Jesus quoted directly from Psalm 118:22. Turn to Psalm 118:22 and I want to read the context from where Jesus quoted
because it shows us His mission to save sinners:
22
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. (Rejection by the people)
23
This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (The sovereign plan of God to crush His Son)
24
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Triumphal Entry and God’s plan to save His people)
25
Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! (Salvation of God)
26
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! (Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem and God’s plan to save sinners)
Application:
Jesus has authority over the mission of God to save the people of God. The religious leaders didn’t thwart the plan of God
to save His people even when they took Jesus and threw Him out of Jerusalem and killed Him. They nailed Him to the cross and He
died on that tree. Then He rose from the dead on the third day defeating the power of sin and death. This was God’s plan.
The religious leaders did not have authority over the mission of God to save sinners. Jesus has authority over the mission of
God to save sinners. Jesus is the Cornerstone that the builders/the religious leaders rejected and by rejecting Him they fulfilled the
mission of God.
But how does what Jesus said in v. 18 apply to us? “Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces?” It means
that people now are still in danger of rejecting the mission of Jesus to save sinners. It means that people are still in danger of
rejecting the authority of God’s plan to send His Son to save sinners.
So, how should a person respond to this salvation that God has accomplished in Christ? What should people do? We
should be broken over our sin against God or we will be crushed by the Cornerstone of God.
Again, let me point back to the Psalms to help us here. In Psalm 51 King David is praying and asking God to forgive him of
his sin of adultery, murder, and for sinning against God.
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King David says in v. 7, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”
To fall on the Cornerstone and be broken is to be brokenhearted over your sin against God, to fear God for that sin against Him, and
to desire to turn from that sin and turn to Jesus. It is to fall on Jesus who is the mercy and grace of God. He is the One who lived the
perfect life you should have lived but you did not live. Instead you sinned against God and God sent His Son to live that sinless life
for you to earn your righteousness and then He willingly went to the cross and died on the cross as your substitute and paid for your
sin. Then He rose from the grave and broke the power of sin over you and gave you His Holy Spirit who causes you to be broken for
your sin so that you will repent and believe in the Son. This is what is means to fall on the mercy of the Cornerstone who is Christ.
However, if you reject the authority of the Son of God, when the Day of Judgment comes, He will crush you for your sin
against God. That will be a day of weeping, terror, and horror for those who reject the authority of the mission of the Son to bring
salvation to sinners. Those who reject the Son’s salvation will be crushed under the weight of their sin and the Holiness of God for all
eternity.
The images God uses to describe Hell in the Bible are amazing. It is a lake of fire, a place of burning where the worm never
dies, a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth, a place where the corpse and the vultures gather to feast on the flesh of the damned,
and now we see it is a place where you are crushed for all eternity.
Friend if you have never repented of your sin against God and trusted in the Cornerstone of His salvation that it is in His
Son, Jesus Christ, then I beg you to trust Jesus for is the One who came from Heaven and was crushed for sinners. God came in
Christ to be crushed for sinners in order to redeem them from their sin. God does not just threaten but He also provides and He,
Himself was crushed from sinners. This is what you must understand about the mercy of God.
If you are a Christian, then rejoice that Jesus had died in your place for your sin. Rejoice that you have fallen on the
Cornerstone of the mercy of God who is His Son, Jesus Christ. Rejoice that you belong to Him. Praise Him for His salvation and His
kindness toward you for you and I did not deserve to be saved. In reality, we deserve to be crushed but Jesus was crushed for us on
the cross.
As Isaiah 53:5-11 says:
“
But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought
us peace, and with his wounds we are healed . . .
10
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see
his offspring
III. The glorious authority of the Son of God over the Kingdom of God (Luke 20:19-26)
If you want to start a good argument at your next family reunion just begin talking about religion, money, and politics. This
was what the chief priests tried to do with Jesus.
Verse 19 says they were so angry with Jesus for telling the Parable of the Wicked Tenants because they realized it was
about them. They wanted to kill Him but the priests feared the people. So, instead they sent out their spies to stalk Jesus as He
taught in the temple and hopefully they would catch Him teaching something that would get Him in trouble with the people or with
the Roman government.
You have got to love v. 21, “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the
way of God.” They were flatterers who were blowing smoke and trying to trip Jesus up. Listen to their question in v. 22, “Is it lawful
for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?”
They had to think that they had trapped Jesus with this question. If He said it was lawful then the people and the religious
leaders might say He is in contradiction with God’s law. If He said it was not lawful, then this would put Him in conflict with the
Roman government. But Jesus was not tricked or trapped by their question.
So, Jesus asked them to show Him a denarius (a Roman coin). So, they reached in their coin purse and pulled out a coin. He
asked, “Whose image and inscription does it have?” “They said, ‘Caesar’s.” Then Jesus told them to give to Caesar the things that
are Caesar and the things that are God’s the things that are God’s. Verse 26 says, “And they were not able in the presence of the
people to catch him in what he said, but marveling at his answer they became silent.”
Jesus’ answer left them speechless. While they did not get the answer, they desired they were left marveling at His wisdom
and authority.
Here’s the point, the glory of Jesus’ wisdom and authority is unmatched. Jesus had a simple response to their question. Let
Caesar have his little coins with his little image on there because God’s greater glory is His image is on people. You could put
Caesar’s glory in your pocket but God’s glory cannot be hidden. It is everywhere. It is seen in creation and on every person.
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What Jesus did was to call people to be devoted to God and the things of God. He placed devotion to God on a higher plane
than devotion to Caesar without indicting himself as opposed to either God or government.
How should we think about governments? Governments are a gift from God but they are systems that are filled with
sinners. Most practice no justice for the people and some, at best, practice a rough justice.
We just celebrated Independence Day this past week. The United States is one of those nations that is founded on high
ideals but it still filled with sinners. So, how should we think about our government? We should be grateful for the freedoms we
have. We should give thanks for those who have given their lives for that freedom and pray for those who serving in government
that they would preserve our freedoms. We should pray for our men and women in the armed forces. We should pray that God
continues to give us freedom to worship according to our consciences. Our nation is not perfect nor should it be worshipped but we
can give sincere thanks to God for our nation. We can celebrate the good things, mourn the bad things, and vote for leaders that
will seek to correct the things that need to be corrected.
J. C. Ryle says it well, “So long as we have liberty to worship God in Christ, according to our conscience, and to serve Him in
the way of His commandments, we may safely submit to many requirements of the state, which in our own private opinion we do not
thoroughly approve.”1
Yet, while we give thanks for the gift of good government, the glory of any nation or a state is a fleeting. It is always very
tiny glory with only the authority that God allows. God’s glory and authority are supreme. God’s glory cannot be put in your wallet,
purse, or your bank. God’s glory is not in your debit card or your credit card. God’s glory is declared in the heavens and in all
creation. His image is seen in every person who has ever been born. His glory is most clearly seen in the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ
by whom we have true fellowship with God.
Jesus came with the authority of God to bring us in to right fellowship with God and to worship Him in spirit and in truth.
His mission was to shed His blood on the cross to cleanse our hearts of its corruption and sin so that our hearts become the true
temple of God.
When the veil was ripped from top to bottom in the Holy of Holies in the temple, Jesus opened the door for sinners to be
cleansed by His blood and made holy so they could have real fellowship with God, real face-to-face worship of God, for their prayers
to be lifted up in the name of the Son of God because the temple of God was no longer made of stones and in a certain place but
now the dwelling place of God is in the hearts of His people. It is in the gathering of His people the church.
If you are not a Christian, let me urge you to be broken over your sin and trust Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. At the
conclusion of our service please talk to me or another Christian and ask them to help you understand the gospel. Ask them to pray
for you and to read the Bible with you so that Jesus may save you.
If you are a Christian, marvel at the salvation of God in Christ. Let Him reform your worship of God. Be stunned that the
Son of God was crushed for your sin and worship Him. Proclaim the unmatched glory of God in Christ for the redemption of His
people.
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